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On Oct. 8 in Brussels, the European Economic Community (EEC) issued an official communique
requesting that President George Bush veto the bill strengthening economic sanctions against Cuba.
The "Cuban Democracy Act," attached to the Defense Authorization Bill (HR 5006), was approved
by the US Congress earlier in the week. The statement said the Act's proposed sanctions for vessels
entering a Cuban port would be in conflict with long- standing rules on comity and international
law, and adversely affect international shipping as well as the European Community's trade with the
US. Until now, through a licensing regime, EC-based subsidiaries of US companies were allowed
to carry on commercial operations with Cuba. The US legislation implies that EC-based companies
are to face US civil and criminal penalties if they trade with Cuba. Next, the communique stated
that the EC has persistently voiced opposition to unilateral extension by Washington of the reach of
trade measures implementing US foreign or national security policies. During the last two years, the
European Community has been on record with other nations such as Canada in opposing legislative
initiatives to further tighten the US trade embargo upon Cuba. The communique said, "Such
actions would have to be applied outside US jurisdiction, thus in violation of general principles
of international law and the sovereignty of independent nations." Next, although the EC "is fully
supportive of a peaceful transition to democracy in Cuba, it cannot accept that the US unilaterally
determines and restricts EC economic and commercial relations with any foreign nation which
has not been collectively determined by the UN Security Council as a threat to peace or order in
the world of nations." According to EEC statistics, European trade with Cuba totals about US$600
million per year, while sales by US subsidiaries in Europe to Cuba come to US$500 million per year.
(Sources: Reuter, Agence France-Presse, 10/08/92)
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